Jackals in Struma Valley, South-Eastern Part of Bulgaria in 1917-1918

Testimony by George Toparceanu, a Romanian writer captured during 1st World War at Turtucaia
and sent to Melnik (Blagoevgrad Province) war prison. He wrote about nature, agriculture in SE
Bulgaria and Macedonia, in surroundings of their prison. Briefly, he mentioned jackal howls and
the sighting of them. This independent source of jackal presence in SW Bulgaria on Struma Valley
is interesting in a way of understanding jackal movements and their dispersion at the beginning of
the 20" Century in Bulgaria and Balkan Peninsula.

Atanassov (1953), cited by Spassov explained the presence of the main jackal population center, at
the beginning of the 20" Century, on SE parts of Bulgaria between Varna Regions and the Eastern
Balkan Mountain Range through the Toundja hilly area.

Another possible population cluster of jackals in SW Bulgaria on the Struma Valley could be
explained by this jackal sighting of Romanian prose and lyrics author, George Toparceanu. Jackals
were mentioned by Turkish Chronicles in Sofia Plain during the Siege of Sofia during Ottoman
Empire in 14" Century (in Spassov, 1989). The different locations of the main population centers
during the time gives jackals an interesting movement pattern with variable density in different
regions with a better adaptability to food resources or human pressure to their presence.

SOURCE:

TOPARCEANU G, Pagini de Proza, Editura Junimea, lasi, 1985, pag. 194-196 (The original work is
<<Pirin-Planina, epizoduri tragice si comice din captivitate, Editura Natioanala-Ciornei SA,
Bucuresti, 1936)>> («lopa MNMupuKH, TparMyeckne n cmellHble anun3oabl naeHa», 1936) It reffers on
the events lived by the author in captivity during 1st WW (1916-1918)



Stimate D-le Spassov

Scriitorul roman George Topirceanu, in timpul Primului razboi mondial a fost prizonier de razboi in
Bulgaria (1916 — 1918) si in amintirile din cartea ,Pirin-Planina — episoduri tragice si comice”,
povesteste ca in valea Strumei, in zona Melnic, in lagarul unde a stat, a auzit si a vazut sacali
urland. Informatia este autentica si dintr-o sursa independenta; sper sa va fie folositoare.

Va doresc numai bine si imi cer scuze pentru eventualele neconformitati ale traducerii!

...Noaptea, de multe ori, s-auzeau Tn preajma lagarului nostru niste urlete ciudate, izvorand parca
din cate o stanca rasturnata, care s-a trezit din somn si-a-nceput sa latre la stele; si nu-mi venea sa
cred cand spuneau bulgarii ca prin aceste locuri trdiesc in libertate sacali, ca-n pustiul Arabiei
pietroase — pana ce-am vazut cu ochii unul intr-o noapte, tinand discurs la luna...

YBarxkaemu r-H Cnacos

PymbHCcKMA nucaten George Topirceanu no Bpeme Ha [lbpBaTta cBeTOBHa BOWHa e 6un
BOEHHOM/IEHHUK B bbarapus (1916 — 1918) u B HeroBuTe CNomeHu, B KHUraTa "MUPUH NAaHUHA -
TParMyHM M KOMUYHW enu3oguM OT naeH ", paska3Ba YM B Ao/MHaTa Ha CTpyma, B palioHa Ha
MenHuK, B narepa Kbaeto Toh e 6un, 4y 1 BUAA BUelm Yakann. MHbopmaLmATa e aBTEHTUYHA U

OT HE3aBUCUM U3TOYHUK; HagABam Ce Oa BU 6'b,£l,e nones3Ha

»--.[1P€3 HOLLTA, MHOTO MbTW, YyXMe CTPaHHEH BOW OKOJIO HalIMs farep, Ye M3BMPA ako OT efHa
npeobbpHaTa cKana, KOUTO ce cbOyam OT CbH M 3ano4yBa Aa /lae KbM 3Be3auTe. A3 He MoXKeX Aa
NoBAPBAM, KOraTo Kasaxb ObAraputu, Yye B Te3M MeCTa KMBeAT Ha cBob6oAa 4YaKanau, KaTo B
ApabcKaTa NycTUHA - JOKATO He BUAAX C OYUTU-CM B e4HA OT HOLLYBKM, YaKas, KOWTO KasBa pey
(nae) cpewwy nyHaTa...”

Kenasa sn ,u,06pe n ce N3BNHABAM 3a BCAKaA /IUNCa Ha CbOTBETCTBMUE HA NpeBOada
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